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MY SISTERS AND BROTHERS IN CHRIST OUR HOPE

PEACE... 

DEACON DENNIS KELLY, PASTORAL COORDINATOR

As the beautiful days of summer give way to the rain and clouds of fall, we reflect on the past fiscal year
at Christ Our Hope. It is time once again to share the stewardship story of our parish. This Annual
Report to you, our beloved parishioners, shows how we did financially and in serving the people of God
from July 1, 2020 to June 30, 2021.

It would be difficult to adequately summarize all the ways that God has blessed us as a parish
community over this past year.  Yet, I will do my best to highlight some of the many gifts we have been
given by the Lord and shared with others, as well as look forward to a future guided by the Holy Spirit.

We were blessed with a parishioner family who provided a weekly catered meal to our Josephinum
residents, most whom are food insecure. We were called to launch a new shared ministry with St.
Patrick, Sacred Encounters, and were blessed with a baker’s dozen disciples to serve as Christ to those
experiencing homelessness in downtown Seattle.

Our Finance Council and others in our community encouraged our parish to support partner agencies
struggling financially during the pandemic with the largesse in reserves from our initial capital
campaign. In all, our parish donated $100,000 to five agencies working closely with those on the
peripheries, especially our unhoused sisters and brothers. 

The parish started the rebuild of its St.Vincent de Paul chapter to serve those struggling financially in
our immediate area. We also launched our first ever Pastoral Council in June to help guide us into the
future.

2020-2021 was a challenging year for all of us due to the coronavirus. The emergence of the delta
variant popped the bubble of vaccination jubilation and caused us to be

more cautious in spending time with others. Only time will tell if this is
just a temporary set-back. But by the results of our stewardship
generosity this past year it has not shaken your faith in Christ or his
works through this community.

Thank you for continuing to be a beacon of light in downtown Seattle.
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Parish Staff & Leadership

Facilities/Safety
Christ Our Hope parish has had no known
COVID exposures since the beginning of
the pandemic. We are grateful for the
willingness of our parishioners and visitors
to adhere to strict social distancing
guidelines and to be 100% compliant with
mask-wearing while in our building. While
we greatly missed hospitality after Mass,
Mardi Gras with the Josephinum resi-
dents, and music concerts in the church,
we remained safe, and significantly
reduced the risk of spreading COVID
among the vulnerable Josephinum
residents. Thank you for all you do to keep
our communities safe.
Paula Holmes, Facilities/Safety

381
 REGISTERED HOUSEHOLDS 

155
STEWARDSHIP HOUSEHOLDS

Dcn. Dennis Kelly, Pastoral Coordinator  
Fr. Bryan Hersey, Parish Priest  
Deanna Tighe, Pastoral Associate 
Jessica Montalvo, Office Manager 
Liza Neal, Office Assistant  
Helen Byrne, Parish Bulletin Editor 
Donna Ferraro, Parish Bookkeeper 
Dr. James Savage, Choir of Hope Director 
Thomas Varas,  Coro Hispano Director 
Yuly Kopkin, Morning Mass Choir Director 
___________________________________________

Austen Wiederspan, Finance Council 
Chuck Middendorf, Liturgy Commission  
Paula Holmes, Facilities/Safety/SVdP  
Claire McPherson, Communications 
Nick Marson, Technology 
Alvaro Febrel, Pastoral Hispano 
Fr. Paul Magnano, SVdP Chaplain 
Fr. Arturo Araujo, Pastoral Hispano Chaplain 
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During this time, as the crucial need to stay connected arose and evolved, we welcomed the new ways
of forming the faith of  our parishioners. 

The Faith Formation ministries at Christ Our Hope assist parishioners in building an intimate
relationship with Christ, through offering lifelong faith formation and sacramental preparation. The
ministry is to offer parishioners the means to deepen their understanding and practice of our faith,
regardless of where they are on their journey with God and with the Church. With the Church Fiscal Year
starting in July 2020, we hoped that things would soon return to “normal.” Unfortunately, this was not
the case. The continuation of the pandemic and quarantine led to a turn to ministry via the internet.
Retreats, prayer groups, and faith sharing gatherings moved online on Zoom in the collaboration with St
Pat’s. One way that we aided parishioners’ faith journey at home was to offer a Bible Study  entitled 
 "Studying the Word" of God-based on each Sunday’s readings led by Dr. David Ard. A few of our
participants have shared the following after reflecting on their experience:    

Faith Formation

JANE HEINRICH
“I enjoy the Bible study because it is one way to stay
connected with other parishioners and get to know others
and it gives me an opportunity to continue to learn about
Scripture; everyone has a different perspective to share!”

SUSIE ROE 
“During Bible Study I always learn something new
about the history, or the context of the passage, or
about the life of the Gospel writer. On Sunday as I
listen to the readings we just studied I feel as if I’m
hearing from an old friend.”  

"Without Knowledge of CHRIST's Teachings How will we as Christians Grow?
Without the Bible and Instruction, How will we Know? But where two or three
are Gathered, CHRIST is Always there, and We each Grow in His WISDOM, As
we Study and we Share!" 

POET LAUREATE JANI KELLY

Our wonderful Adult Faith Formation volunteers and groups have also continued to meet and provide a
variety of ways to grow and learn about our faith. We proudly offered a new weekly virtual Coffee Hour
speaker series that included topics such as police reform in Seattle, the experience of Asian Catholics, the
connections between Gospel music and the black experience and the cost of human trafficking. In
addition, each week, women from St Pat’s and Christ Our Hope met to reflect and share about their lives
based on the faith of our Church. Participant Rosemary Ryan, reflecting on what has been the most life-
giving thing about her experience in Encountering God wrote, "The sharing of each person's stories, sad
or uplifting, shared laughter, sorrow and also sharing resources. Sometimes those stories were every-day
issues, and sometimes they were much deeper.  I feel that it fostered a deeper relationship between the
women."

We continue to offer catechists, parents, and those who participate in sacramental preparation
opportunities to grow in their understanding and practice of our Catholic Christian faith, only through
Zoom. With the closing of the parish center all sacramental preparation programs and Religious
Education for children and adults alike pivoted to a digital platform, challenging catechists to engage with
their students. Their ongoing efforts are in themselves a witness to the dedication to Christ Our Hope 
 and the catechetical work in which they are engaging. The Baptismal Preparation leaders, Adult
Confirmation presenters, and RCIA leaders continued online as well. Deanna Tighe, Pastoral Associate 
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La Misa Hispana
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The commitment of the Hispanic community of Cristo Nuestra Esperanza has remained firm in this
last year and many of our regular parishioners have been encouraged to participate in several of our
parish councils. Ana, Claudia, Isaura, Sofia, are some of the many people who collaborate with our
formation, finances, liturgy and song.

Our parish office has also been strengthened with the help of Jessica Montalvo, who not only
supports with administrative activities, but thanks to her command of Spanish has become a strong
point of connection for our Hispanic community. Jessica also supports the hour of prayer and
adoration that the parish offers on the first Wednesday of each month and that has a majority
participation of parishioners from our Hispanic community. We hope that many more can take
advantage of that quiet hour in the presence of God!
 
In addition, thanks to the help of the priests who preside over our Sunday celebrations, we are
seeing how the number of attendees at the 5pm mass has been increasing as restrictions due to the
pandemic have been relaxed. Our Hispanic community is also the one that receives most of the
initiation sacraments offered by the parish and we wish to continue accompanying them in faith for
a long time. 

Alvaro Febrel 
Pastoral Hispano



Sacramental Prep

In our Christian tradition, when we use the word "liturgy," it is understood to mean the People of
God participating in “the work of God.” Through the liturgy, Christ continues the work of our
redemption in, with, and through his Church.

From the tables of Word and Sacrament, our parish is fed, strengthened and transformed to
accompany our brothers and sisters, especially the poor and vulnerable. While Sunday has
remained the primary day for the community to gather, our normal course of sacramental
celebrations including infant Baptisms, First Communions, Confirmation, Reconciliation, adult
initiation through the parish’s robust RCIA process, funerals and even weddings were adapted to
respect Covid regulations. And as such, these can only happen when people are prepared for the
sacraments through our Sacramental Preparation program. To serve the needs of our
parishioners, the parish offers a full array of opportunities for preparation and reception of the
church’s sacraments. This year, we had RCIA adapted for children, RCIA for adults, Spanish RCIA,
and RCIA for Reception into Full Communion with the Church.

The driving force of our parish Sacramental Preparation Program is the belief that our faith is a gift
to be celebrated, nurtured, and lived. We are taught early in life that God, above all things, is love,
and His love is perfect and unconditional. We believe learning about God is sharing His love and
treating our faith as the sacred gift it is.

5 Baptisms | 6 First Communions | 12 Confirmations | 3 Funerals | 3 Marriages
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As the Church teaches, the Eucharist requires an
assembly. Christ is truly present in the Assembly when it
gathers together. In early July 2020, the bishop and the
governor allowed in-person Mass to resume in Seattle.
Since July, the focus of the Liturgy Commission has been
mostly focused on what we can do to ensure the
gathered assembly can participate fully and actively, as
well as safely. For example, we struggled with how to
celebrate Triduum, when processions are prohibited.
 
The Commission continued several other virtual prayer
options, by having Morning Prayer in both Advent and
Lent. We have three virtual celebrations of All Souls Day
2020. We had “meal prayers” the morning of
Thanksgiving and Christmas. 
 
This community has been blessed to have quite a few
ministers who have taken on new liturgical roles, or
decorated the church, and so much more behind the
scenes to celebrate six Masses each week. In many
cases, volunteers took on new and different roles to
match the needs of the day. Thank you to all who
supported in the past and the present, and who will
support in the future! Because of you, Christ is present
in our midst. 
Chuck Middendorf, Liturgy Commission

Liturgy Commission

LITURGICAL
HIGHLIGHTS

Members of  the Choir  of  Hope
27

Members of  Hispanic  Choir
9

Members of  the Morning Choir
8

Sunday Liturgies celebrated
156

Daily  Liturgies celebrated
50

English Virtual  Masses 
105

Misa Virtual  en Español
50

Average Sunday
Attendance by Quarter

1st QTR = 72
2st QTR = 73
3st QTR = 97
4st QTR = 148

Liturgy & Music Expenses

$8,100 = Live Streaming
$4,334 = Environment,  Candles,  Flowers
$3,202= Sacristy Supplies
$755= Worship Aids
$26,442= Musicians
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MORNING CHOIR - 9AM MASS 

During this time of COVID-19, music at the Sunday 7 PM Mass has
undergone frequent—sometimes weekly—revisions to respond to
changing “guidance” from the offices of the Archbishop or the
Governor. In an abundance of caution for the safety and health of
parishioners and the Josephinum residents, we have followed the
advice of American and international scientists (e.g., singers
masked, nine-foot distanced, use of plexiglas singer’s shield, singing
away from assembly, no wind instruments, ensemble singing-only
when permitted, no assembly singing -- with exception of the one
Sunday in August 2021 when assembly singing was briefly allowed).
Various alternative techniques have been tried (e.g., humming,
choral speaking, hand-clapping, solo singing in alternatim, various
non-wind instruments, electronic accompaniments, use of
synthesizer). We continue to pray for the soon return of a pre-COVID
world in which assembly singing with choral support is again the
norm. Dr. James Savage, Choir of Hope Director

CORO HISPANO—5PM MASS 
These days of the pandemic have been a unique and humbling
experience. But for us people of faith, Christ is still present with
his people and is current with the Coro Hispano. Covid-19 has
made it so that currently, only a tiny part of our choir has
regularly served at our weekly Mass. I wanted to take a moment
to thank all the members of the Coro Hispano and their
willingness to serve. At this parish, we are a people of HOPE
and know that soon, and very soon, we will all be together again
to be a people of praise! 
Thomas Varas, Coro Hispano Director

CHOIR OF HOPE - 7PM MASS

Mass

The past year was my first year as music director at
Christ Our Hope morning Mass, and, in spite of all the
challenges presented by the pandemic to the music
ministry, it was an exciting and rewarding experience. It
was a great pleasure to explore many artistic facets of
our regular cantors as well as to welcome outstanding
guest artists on several occasions, such as nationally
acclaimed classical vocalist Francis Garcia Hoffman. In
the beginning of my music residence here I was truly 

touched when long-time cantor Jennie Hendrie offered to finance the cost of the harp rental,
thus supporting my efforts to expand and elevate the music offerings at our parish. As the
choir and I continue to strive towards inspired music ministry for the benefit of our
congregation and its growth during these difficult times, I would like to thank staff and
parishioners for their support of out work. Special thanks to all talented cantors and
choristers who donate their time and talent to make the music on Sunday Mass great.    
 Yuly Kopkin, Morning Choir Director



Financial Report Overview

The following statements outline the financial activity and position of Christ Our Hope for the
fiscal year ending June 30, 2021 and the budget recommended by the Finance Council and

approved by the Pastoral Coordinator for fiscal year 2021-22. 
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Sunday and holy day collections (58%) 
Various gifts, grants, and bequests (28%) 
Paycheck Protection Plan loan forgiveness and Insurance Claim for flood
damage (14%) 

Salaries, benefits and other personnel-related expenses (40%)
Parish assessment by the Archdiocese (6%) 
Pandemic Grants and Partner Agency donations (19%) 
Supplies, lease and operating costs for the maintenance, programs, etc.
(35%) 

Our fiscal year runs from July 1 through June 30: 

For the fiscal year ending June 30, 2021, our total parish income was $748,003 

Total expenses for the year were $566,594

This left us with a surplus in 2020‐2021 of $181,409.

You will notice that last year at this time, we projected a modest surplus of
$12,149. The forgiveness of our PPP loan and the insurance claim from last
winter accounts for much of the surplus. It is worth noting that because of the
ongoing pandemic, our expenses continue to be significantly down from past
years. 

We know that as life gradually returns to normal, our expenses will increase. As
you will see from the projected income and expense for 2021‐2022, we are
being cautious in our budgeting for the coming year as we are assuming we will
continue to experience reduced operations throughout the coming Fiscal Year.   



Financial Report

Statement of  Activities
Parish Operations / Programs Last Year’s Budget Actual New Budget

Income JUL‘20-JUN‘21 JUL‘20-JUN ‘21 JUL’21-JUN ‘22                                                                                                                                

Ordinary Income $ 444,500 $ 433,555 $ 466,500
Other Income* 98,650  314,448 22,240

Total Income  $ 543,150 $748,003  $ 488,740

Expenses 
Wages & Benefits $ 303,406 $ 226,998 $ 292,568
Contracted Services & Lease 60,229 60,966 64,856
Operations & Maintenance 34,054 38,102 32,930
Programs 51,249 69,918 45,759
Archdiocesan Assessments 33,638 33,645 30,280
Supplies 30,000 16,512 30,000
Donations to Partner Agencies ** 107,000 
Hospitality & Celebrations 7,250 3,331 4,750
Business Expense 11,175 10,122 12,950

Total Expenses $ 531,001 $ 566,594 $ 514,093
Net Surplus (Deficit) $ 12,149 $  181,409 $  (25,353)

*Source of other Income above
Other Gifts $ 33,750 $ 41,152 $ 7,950 
Restricted Donations $ 119,827 
Annual Catholic Appeal $ 24,000 $ 33,232 
Called to Serve Rebate $ 2,299 
Insurance Claim $ 41,752 
PPP Loan Forgiveness $ 63,300 
All Other Income $ 40,900 $ 12,886 $ 14,290 

Statement of Financial Position 
Assets

Cash on Hand $210,304
Reserve Savings 740,522
Designated Savings*** 161,570
Receivables 7,110
Fixed Assets 3,479,133 

Total Assets $4,598,639 

Liabilities and Unrecognized Revenue 

Short-term Payables $190 
Designated Parish Collections 3,518 
Special Collections 2,121
Restricted Revenues 136,606
Total Liabilities $142,435

Total Liabilities & Fund Balance $4,598,639 

Fund Balance $4,456,204

Designated Savings***

Facility Maintenance Fund 2,575 
Designate ACA Projects 57,309
Outreach– Quasi Endowment 20,958
Outreach-- Restricted Donations 60,900
Outreach-- Unrestricted 19,828

Donations St Vincent de Paul = $7,000

Direct Assistance Residents of the
Josephinum = $43,803

Donations Partner Agencies =
$100,000
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Once again we recap this year in the context of an ongoing
pandemic, but this year also showed glimpses of the return to
our vibrant celebrations we have long anticipated. We are seeing
more visitors and familiar faces at our weekly Masses and the
accompanying financial support. Many of the unknowns we faced
at the beginning of this year have been resolved and Christ Our
Hope has ended the year in a stronger financial position than
forecasted. A rent abatement significantly reduced our monthly
expenses and the first round of PPP loans provided additional
security in our budget. The Finance Council has grown to include
new members bringing a perfect balance of expertise and energy.
We are excited to begin work on the audio visual system upgrade
that the Annual Catholic Appeal campaign kicked off and are also
pleased to be reviving our stewardship giving report on a
recurring basis. Most importantly this year, Christ Our Hope was
able to put to use the many years of generous stewardship and
outreach support from our community and help fund five
extremely impactful ministries serving the downtown area. 
Austen Wiederspan, Finance Council

Finance Council 

CHRIST OUR HOPE PANDEMIC GRANTS TO PARTNER AGENCIES ** 

Recovery Café: $20,000 
Purchased food that doubled their
capacity to provide to go meals twice a
day for four months. Expanded staff
hours to support shift from group events
to individual encounters while
maintaining access to services for three
months.
  

Thank You: “Christ Our Hope has been a
longtime partner and faithful friend of
Recovery Café, supporting us though
consistent giving and abundant generosity
during times of need.” David Coffey. 

Nido Familiar/Family Nest: Pregnancy &
Parenting Support (PrePS), a program of
Catholic Community Services: $20,000
Provided comprehensive services to 30
pregnant women and families to meet basic
needs, maintain housing stability, improve self-
reliance, and build parenting support for
isolated families. Services included virtual early
learning, home visiting services, case
management, prenatal education, and childbirth
preparation. 

Thank You: “Thank you for joining us in walking
the journey with families from our local
community.” Rubit Chavez. 

Union Gospel Mission: $20,000 
Increased staffing to expand the hours of the Mobile Shower Trailer offering a 15-minute
hot shower, including clean towels, shampoo, conditioner and soap. It goes to several
locations each week in the greater Seattle area. Rapid Response Team – expanded daytime
hours, to increase coordination with and following up for the evening Search & Rescue
teams. 

Thank You: “Thank you so much for your heart for God’s homeless children and for choosing to
step into this with us in these difficult times. We are truly encouraged and thank God for His
blessing through you.” Justine Kam 
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Mary’s Place: $20,000 
Directly supported 11 families with
flexible financial assistance to gain
housing and stay housed through our
Rapid Response Fund.  
Through Mary’s Place No Child Sleeps
Outside campaign, your funding was
leveraged to greatly exceed the $2 million
goal, enabling Mary’s Place Rapid
Response Fund to support more than 650
families throughout the year. 

New Horizons: $20,000 
Provided 50 additional days of meals for
homeless youth during the pandemic. 

Thank You: “Thank you for modeling as a
Parish the power of an active and community-
centered congregation of faith.” Rob Stewart 
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Outreach
As needs continue in our community, so has outreach
at Christ Our Hope. This year I have been lucky
enough to see three wonderful groups at work in our
parish. The Seattle-CRS Chapter launched at Christ
Our Hope. They use Zoom and other technology to
meet and communicate. They advocate as Catholics
for Migrants and Refugees worldwide during these
troubled times by writing personal emails to their U.S.
Senators and Representatives. Our St. Vincent de Paul
Chapter relaunched this year too. Their chapter
training and formation have begun. They will be
serving our neighbors in need with rent assistance,
transportation assistance, and many other services. 
Jessica Montalvo, Office Manager 

CHRIST OUR HOPE PANDEMIC GRANTS TO PARTNER AGENCIES ** 



Sacred Encounters
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Stewardship and Evangelization continue to be one of the
cornerstones of Christ Our Hope’s parish identity.
Parishioners serve our church and local community through
the sharing of their many gifts. These dedicated and
committed parishioners, giving freely of their time, talent,
and treasure without expecting return, create an atmosphere
that invites and encourages others to become involved and
sets a positive example for the entire parish community.
Things look very different during the pandemic this past year,
but we continue to work together and find creative and safe
ways to stay connected in faith. Thank you to all our
parishioners. Deanna Tighe, Pastoral Associate

Stewardship and Evangelization 

On the Wednesday of Holy Week (March 31st), we launched
our new Sacred Encounters ministry. This group of
volunteers meets each Wednesday to walk the streets
around downtown Seattle, building relationships with our
un-housed sisters and brothers, and providing much-
needed survival items to those in need.

Christ Our Hope parishioners have pulled together to make
sure that each week this year as we greet our friends on
the street we’ve had at least 50 fresh peanut butter and
jelly sandwiches to hand everyone who wanted one. We
also collect needed "survival" items for this effort thanks to
our generous parishioners. 

Sacred Encounters allows our paired parish community to better be a part of what Pope Francis calls a
Culture of Encounter with those suffering on the peripheries. The smiles brought to the faces of our
friends are the presence of Jesus himself among us. 
Liza Neal, Office Assistant



A Message from the Josephinum
Dear Christ Our Hope community,
How can we choose to be a community that cares for each other? That is a question we often ask here at
the Josephinum. It’s been a difficult question during the COVID-19 pandemic as many of the ways we are
used to showing others we care are not possible right now. Looking back from July 2020 to June 2021
though, we saw many ways that the Christ Our Hope community showed compassionate care to the
Josephinum. 

How can we show care when it might not be safe to leave home? Christ Our Hope parishioners wrote cards
for Josephinum residents and called neighbors to check in on each other. Staying home did not stop you
from showing you were thinking of us and the most vulnerable. 

How can we show care when the grocery store is empty? When there was a need for masks, hand sanitizer,
hand soap, cleaning supplies, tooth brushes, toilet paper, paper towels, isolation kits, and more the need
was met. You brought these items to us. It was easy to see the huge smiles through the masks when
residents came down for the giveaways. When shelves got empty, Christ Our Hope parishioners filled them
for us. 

How can we show care when our shared tradition has to change? The Thanksgiving meal at the Josephinum
and Christ Our Hope is always talked about in the weeks leading up to the event and the weeks following.
We hear about it all year because it is an opportunity to share community with each other and enjoy a
delicious feast of 16 turkeys and countless side dishes. When we could not cook this meal because of the
pandemic, the parish made our dinner possible. In partnership with Rain City Catering, you brought a
delicious turkey meal and homemade desserts to each resident. This tradition looked different, but the
heart of it was the same. Thanksgiving at the Josephinum is not just a meal. It is an act of caring for each
other in any way that we can. 

How can we show care with food when we cannot eat together? Thanksgiving is not the only meal we share
together at the Josephinum. Before the pandemic, the lobby is often occupied by tables full of residents,
parishioners, and immersion students sharing a delicious meal and enjoying inspiring conversation. With
the pandemic preventing gatherings and food insecurity increasing, Christ Our Hope found a new way to
show care with food. Thanks to the tremendous generosity of your community, weekly meals were handed
out to residents every Thursday from February to July. You brought over 3,600 meals to residents. There
was no question that the meals cooked by Rain City and handed out by Christ Our Hope volunteers were
the high point of each week. Many residents often planned their whole day or week around the event.
When asked what the meals meant, we were often told how the meals represented security and love in a
time of uncertainty and disconnection. 

Over the past year, we have continued to ask how we can be a community that cares for each other. Christ
Our Hope answered that question. We are tremendously grateful for each of you. It is your care that helps
create the community here at the Josephinum. Please know that we care for all of you. We carry you all in
our hearts and look forward to the day when we can show you how much we care for you. 

Thank you. 
Lauren Pusich
Former Josephinum Event Coordinator 
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Photos
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"THANK YOU FOR CONTINUING TO BE A BEACON OF

LIGHT IN DOWNTOWN SEATTLE"


